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Somerville Agency Celebrates 29th Year
SOMERVILLE, Mass. (October 31, 2003)—RESPOND, Inc., one of the oldest domestic violence agencies in the nation, recognized Somerville Mayor Dorothy A. Kelly Gay, Attorney Wendy Murphy, Professors E. Marla Felcher and Max Bazerman as well as the Keiretsu Forum Charitable Foundation at the agency’s annual dinner and awards gathering.  All have played a significant role in helping women and children rebuild their lives. 
RESPOND’s 2003 Honorees include:

Mayor Dorothy A. Kelly Gay, who has served as Somerville’s Mayor since 1999, received the Marie Siraco Community Service Award. As a member of the Governor’s Council, she helped lay the groundwork for commuting sentences of the Framingham Eight, women who suffered from battered women’s syndrome and were convicted of killing their abusive partners. Mayor Kelly Gay has a long history of civic involvement and supporting battered women, the homeless, affordable healthcare and AIDS education.  
Wendy J. Murphy, J.D. was named RESPOND’s 2003 Woman of the Year for her advocacy on behalf of female and child survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault.  Recently, she helped shape state law to honor the confidentiality of victim’s counseling sessions, protecting their privacy and deterring further victimization.  A national spokesperson for victim’s rights and gender-based violence, she provides commentary for CNN, MSNBC, FOX News, and is the the founder and director of the Victim Advocacy and Research Group and associate editor of the Sexual Assault Report.  Murphy also was the former assistant district attorney in Middlesex County.
E. Marla Felcher, Ph.D. and Max Bazerman, Ph.D. received the Rita Bourgeois Leadership Award for their commitment to the RESPOND CD Project.  They provided strategic guidance and seed money for development of a second benefit CD, Respond II, which underwrites programs and advocacy for families affected by domestic violence, Dr. Felcher is the author of It’s No Accident: How Corporations Sell Dangerous Baby Products. She has taught marketing management, market research and consumer behavior at Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government, Northwestern University, DePaul University, and Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok, Thailand.  Dr. Bazerman is the director of the Project on the Psychological Processes of Negotiation and the Jesse Isidor Straus Professor of Business Administration at Harvard Business School.  He is regarded as a leading expert on decision making, negotiation, and creating joint gains in society.  
Social Stimulus and the Keiretsu Forum Charitable Foundation were recognized with the Timothy White Take-A-Stand Award for supporting three programs that serve women and children in need.  Working together, the organizations have created an avenue for nonprofits that use innovative strategies and provide great social value to gain management expertise, guidance and financial support from the private sector to increase scalability and infrastructure.  At their first annual competition, two of the three organizations they have partnered with support survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault as well as work to end violence against women. (The Timothy White Take-A-Stand Award was named for the former editor-in-chief of Billboard.)  
Social Stimulus is a Boston-based non-profit organization aiming to change the way modern philanthropy occurs by sponsoring social entrepreneurship by supporting organizations that demonstrate a social impact and financial sustainability. 

The Keiretsu Forum Charitable Foundation elevates the awareness of giving within the Keiretsu Forum and supports the causes with which its members are actively involved.  The Foundation is located in Berkeley, California.
“Part of RESPOND’s mission is to further the efforts of the larger community to end domestic violence,” said Georgianna Meléndez, executive director of RESPOND, Inc.  “We are fortunate to work with these individuals and organizations, who are committed to helping more women live healthy and happy lives.
RESPOND (www.respondinc.org) provides direct service to victims of domestic violence through counseling, a 24-hour hotline (617-623-5900), shelter, advocacy, community outreach, and educational programs to more than 4000 women and their children each year. Services are provided in Spanish, Haitian-Creole, French and English.  RESPOND serves families in Everett, Malden, Medford, Melrose, North Reading, Reading, Somerville, Stoneham, Wakefield, Winchester and Woburn, Massachusetts.
###
About RESPOND, Inc.

Since 1974, RESPOND, Inc., a domestic violence program based in Somerville, Massachusetts, has been working to end domestic violence by protecting the personal dignity and right to self-determination of all women. Domestic violence is a human rights issue and the agency originated as a grassroots movement by a group of community women in Somerville and was later incorporated in 1975. RESPOND (www.respondinc.org) helps women free themselves and their children from abusive situations and to engage in preventive activities that lessen the incidence of violence. Programs and services include an emergency shelter and safe home, 24-hour hotline and intake, comprehensive children’s services, support groups, individual counseling, legal advocacy, community outreach and educational programs. All services are provided in Spanish, English, French and Haitian Creole.  RESPOND serves Everett, Malden, Medford, Melrose, North Reading, Reading, Somerville, Stoneham, Wakefield, Winchester and Woburn, Massachusetts. To reach RESPOND’s 24-hour domestic violence hotline please call 617-623-5900 or 781-324-2221. For more information on volunteering or to make a financial contribution please call 617-625-5996.  


