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CANDLELIGHT VIGIL FOR VICTIMS AND SURVIVORS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
Public Invited to Attend on Wednesday, October 8
SOMERVILLE, Mass. (September 29, 2003)—RESPOND, Inc., one of the oldest domestic violence agencies in the nation, and the Somerville Women’s Commission announced today plans for a candlelight vigil to honor victims and survivors of domestic violence on Wednesday, October 8. The vigil is open to the public and takes place at Davis Square Plaza in Somerville.  

The program begins at 5:30 p.m. and includes remarks from a survivor of domestic violence, Somerville Mayor Dorothy Kelly Gay, Somerville Chief of Police George McLean, Georgianna Meléndez, executive director of RESPOND and Christie Mase, executive director, of the Somerville Women’s Commission. Singer/songwriter, Karaugh Brown, who was nominated for a Boston Music Award, is scheduled to perform as well.  
“We are supported by the community in empowering survivors of domestic violence.  On the 8th, we invite the community to take a public stand that domestic violence is not to be tolerated in Somerville,” said Georgianna Meléndez, executive director of RESPOND, Inc.
October is national domestic violence month, a time when individuals and organizations across the country remember victims and honor survivors. 
The Somerville Commission for Women and RESPOND, Inc. are organizing the event. Co-sponsors include The Family Center, Emerge, Massachusetts Alliance of Portuguese Speakers, Somerville Police Department and TADA from Somerville High School. All will have representatives attending the event.
RESPOND provides direct service to victims of domestic violence through counseling, a 24-hour hotline (617-623-5900), shelter, advocacy, community outreach and educational programs to 3000 women and their children each year. All services are provided in Spanish, Haitian-Creole, French and English. Services are free and confidential. 
Created in 1998, The Somerville Commission for Women acts as a centralizing force in the City of Somerville to ensure the equal status of women in educational, economic, political, health, legal, and social spheres including the provision of information, referrals and guidance in the City of Somerville.  
###

About RESPOND, Inc.

Since 1974, RESPOND, Inc., a domestic violence program based in Somerville, Massachusetts, has been working to end domestic violence by protecting the personal dignity and right to self-determination of all women. Domestic violence is a human rights issue and the agency originated as a grassroots movement by a group of community women in Somerville and was later incorporated in 1975. RESPOND (www.respondinc.org) helps women free themselves and their children from abusive situations and to engage in preventive activities that lessen the incidence of violence. Programs and services include an emergency shelter and safe home, 24-hour hotline and intake, comprehensive children’s services, support groups, individual counseling, legal advocacy, community outreach and educational programs. All services are provided in Spanish, English, French and Haitian Creole.  RESPOND serves Everett, Malden, Medford, Melrose, North Reading, Reading, Somerville, Stoneham, Wakefield, Winchester and Woburn, Massachusetts. To reach RESPOND’s 24-hour domestic violence hotline please call 617-623-5900 or 781-324-2221. For more information on volunteering or to make a financial contribution please call 617-625-5996.  

About The Somerville Commission for Women

The Somerville Commission for Women was created in March 1988 by City ordinance. The Commission’s purpose is to act as a centralizing force in the City of Somerville to ensure the equal status of women in educational, economic, political, health, legal, and social spheres including the provision of information, referrals and guidance.  In addition, the Commission takes appropriate action to ensure the equal status of women of every race, religion, ethnicity, socioeconomic status, national origin, ability, age and sexual orientation. The heart of the Commission is its committees, which currently are Stopping the Violence, Public Relations, Employment and Empowerment. 

The House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts recognized the Commission on its 10th anniversary for 10 years of outstanding service in advocacy for women, opposition to domestic violence and working for social justice.
-more-

