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CANDLELIGHT VIGIL FOR VICTIMS AND SURVIVORS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

Public Invited to Attend on October 15
SOMERVILLE, Mass. (October 6, 2003)—RESPOND, Inc., one of the oldest domestic violence agencies in the nation, and Deana’s Fund, an educational, arts-based violence prevention program, announced today plans for a candlelight vigil to honor victims and survivors of domestic violence on Wednesday, October 15. The vigil is open to the public and takes place on The Common in Winchester. 

The program begins at 5:30 p.m. and will feature remarks from Middlesex District Attorney Martha Coakley, Lt. Detective James Pierce, Winchester Police Department, a representative from Deana’s Fund and Georgianna Meléndez, executive director, RESPOND, Inc. 

 “The vigil is a great opportunity for the Winchester community to recognize the devastating effects of domestic abuse and learn what we can do to keep children and families safe and healthy by preventing violence,” said Sher Quaday, executive director of Deana's Fund and Winchester resident. 
October is national domestic violence month, a time when individuals and organizations across the country remember victims and honor survivors. 
“We invite everyone to join us in empowering survivors, letting them know they are not alone and the community supports them,” said Georgianna Meléndez, executive director of RESPOND, Inc.

RESPOND, Deana’s Fund and Winchester Police Department have organized the vigil.  

RESPOND provides direct service to victims of domestic violence through counseling, a 24-hour hotline (617-623-5900), shelter, advocacy, community outreach and educational programs to 3000 women and their children each year. All services are provided in Spanish, Haitian-Creole, French and English. Services are free and confidential. 

Deana's Fund is recognized as an innovative leader in developing and producing comprehensive educational theater programs on relationship violence for grades K-12, workplaces, colleges and communities around the United States. Each year, more than 80,000 middle, high school, and college students see The Yellow Dress and Remote Control.
###

About RESPOND, Inc.

Since 1974, RESPOND, Inc., a domestic violence program based in Somerville, Massachusetts, has been working to end domestic violence by protecting the personal dignity and right to self-determination of all women. Domestic violence is a human rights issue and the agency originated as a grassroots movement by a group of community women in Somerville and was later incorporated in 1975. RESPOND (www.respondinc.org) helps women free themselves and their children from abusive situations and to engage in preventive activities that lessen the incidence of violence. Programs and services include an emergency shelter and safe home, 24-hour hotline and intake, comprehensive children’s services, support groups, individual counseling, legal advocacy, community outreach and educational programs. All services are provided in Spanish, English, French and Haitian Creole.  RESPOND serves Everett, Malden, Medford, Melrose, North Reading, Reading, Somerville, Stoneham, Wakefield, Winchester and Woburn, Massachusetts. To reach RESPOND’s 24-hour domestic violence hotline please call 617-623-5900 or 781-324-2221. For more information on volunteering or to make a financial contribution please call 617-625-5996.  

About Deana’s Fund

Deana’s Fund was established in 1994 after the death of Deana Brisbois, a young woman from Massachusetts who was a victim of dating violence. Deana’s friends and family founded Deana’s Fund to prevent dating violence, domestic violence and other violence by developing and producing comprehensive educational theater and other arts-based programs for diverse audiences to promote healthy relationships and safety issues among peers, partners and families. Deana's Fund (www.deanasfund.org) offers innovative programs that prevent violence for grades k-12, colleges, workplaces, and communities around the United States. For elementary school audiences, Deana’s Fund has also produced two plays, Doin' the Right Thing! and All Starz, which focus on the issues of bullying and harassment. To date, more than 850,000 students have participated in Deana's Fund’s educational theater programs. 
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