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GIVE THANKS BY GIVING TO A LOCAL CHARITY 

Remember Giving Massachusetts Day 

The Day After Thanksgiving – November 28, 2003
SOMERVILLE, Mass. (November 24, 2003)—RESPOND, Inc. called for community partnership with the organization to support survivors of abuse, through activism, volunteer projects, educational initiatives, and financial contributions.  RESPOND is one of the oldest domestic violence agencies in the nation.
Everyday, local organizations like RESPOND benefit from individuals and groups committed to collaborating with the non-profit sector to address and solve social problems in their community. More than ever, individuals can make an impact− improving, enriching and even saving lives.
Governor Mitt Romney officially declared Friday, November 28, the day after Thanksgiving as “Giving Massachusetts Day.”  Massachusetts is the first state in the nation officially to associate charitable giving and the celebration of philanthropy with our national holiday of Thanksgiving.
Part of RESPOND’s mission is to further the efforts of the larger community to end domestic violence.  As families gather this Thanksgiving, RESPOND encourages families to discuss the role of philanthropy, charity, and helping other families. 
RESPOND (www.respondinc.org) provides direct service to victims of domestic violence through counseling, a 24-hour hotline (617-623-5900), shelter, advocacy, community outreach, and educational programs to more than 4000 women and their children each year. Services are provided in Spanish, Haitian-Creole, French and English.  RESPOND serves families in Everett, Malden, Medford, Melrose, North Reading, Reading, Somerville, Stoneham, Wakefield, Winchester and Woburn, Massachusetts.
In his proclamation, Governor Romney stated that “philanthropy, private initiatives for the public good, focusing on quality of life, is both essential to civic health in self-governing societies, and generally recognized as an appropriate expression of gratitude on the part of donors for the benefits they enjoy in life.” 
“Through individual investment and support, we provide critical, confidential services to survivors of domestic violence,” said Georgianna Meléndez, executive director of RESPOND, Inc.  “Working together we can help more families rebuild their lives this year.”  
To become a volunteer at RESPOND or secure a speaker on preventing domestic violence in your community, please call 617-625-5996. To make a tax-deductible financial contribution to RESPOND, please call RESPOND at 617-625-5996, or mail a check made payable to RESPOND, Inc., P.O. Box 555, Somerville, MA 02143.  RESPOND accepts credit cards, or visit us online at www.respondinc.org. 
###

About RESPOND, Inc.

Since 1974, RESPOND, Inc., a domestic violence program based in Somerville, Massachusetts, has been working to end domestic violence by protecting the personal dignity and right to self-determination of all women. Domestic violence is a human rights issue and the agency originated as a grassroots movement by a group of community women in Somerville and was later incorporated in 1975. RESPOND (www.respondinc.org) helps women free themselves and their children from abusive situations and to engage in preventive activities that lessen the incidence of violence. Programs and services include an emergency shelter and safe home, 24-hour hotline and intake, comprehensive children’s services, support groups, individual counseling, legal advocacy, community outreach and educational programs. All services are provided in Spanish, English, French and Haitian Creole.  RESPOND serves Everett, Malden, Medford, Melrose, North Reading, Reading, Somerville, Stoneham, Wakefield, Winchester and Woburn, Massachusetts. To reach RESPOND’s 24-hour domestic violence hotline please call 617-623-5900 or 781-324-2221. For more information on volunteering or to make a financial contribution please call 617-625-5996.  
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