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16 GRAMMY NOMINEES JOIN FORCES FOR CD BENEFITING 
SURVIVORS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

RESPOND, Inc. to Receive Proceeds to Serve More Women and Children

SOMERVILLE, Mass. (January 22, 2002)—RESPOND, Inc., one of the oldest domestic violence agencies in the nation, announced today the release of Respond II, a charity CD project that benefits the agency as well as a national organization, the Family Violence Prevention Fund.  Respond II features 32 female performers including 16 Grammy-nominated artists that are participating in the 2-CD compilation which underwrites programs and services for families impacted by domestic violence. 

RESPOND, (www.respondinc.org) provides direct service to victims of domestic violence through counseling, a 24-hour hotline, shelter, advocacy, community outreach and educational programs to 3000 women and their children each year. All services are provided in Spanish, Haitian-Creole, French and English. In the past eleven years alone, counselors and volunteers at RESPOND have helped 29,000 women and children create options for a safer life.  

Last year there were more than 44,000 calls to domestic violence programs in Massachusetts and 15 intimate partner violence homicides in Massachusetts, according to Jane Doe, Inc. the Massachusetts Coalition Against Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence. 

Respond II is a follow up to the successful first Respond CD (Signature Sounds, 1999) which also benefits RESPOND, Inc. The project has raised $135,000 and the agency’s board of directors credits the CD with fueling a great part of its growth over the last three years, tripling the agency’s operating budget. This year’s CD project business plan was named first runner-up in the social enterprise track of the Harvard Business School Business Plan Contest 
Respond II includes previously unreleased material and special tracks from a variety of female singer-songwriters, ranging from local artist Aimee Mann to the legendary Joan Baez to the blues artist Odetta and world chart-topper Bebel Gilberto. The Indigo Girls, Sarah McLachlan, Dolly Parton and blues artist Susan Tedeschi also participate in the project. The CD taps a wide variety of music genres including folk, rock, country, gospel, blues, bluegrass, and world.  Other artists include: Suzanne Vega, Sweet Honey In The Rock, Kay Hanley, Julie Miller, Neko Case, Tracy Bonham, Ani DiFranco, Angelique Kidjo, Jonatha Brooke, Deb Talan, Erin McKeown, Ely Guerra, Kristin Hersh, Meghan Toohey, Mili Bermejo, Monique Ortiz, Patty Griffin, Rachael Davis, Slater Kinney, Tanya Donelly, Toni Lynn Washington, Toshi Regon, Wannetta Jackson, and Karaugh Brown, who works as an advocate at RESPOND. 

 “The Respond II CD Project demonstrates how creative women can come together not only to make an important contribution to music, but also to make a real difference in the lives of women and children everywhere affected by violence in the home. It’s an honor to be a part of Respond II,” said Amy Ray and Emily Saliers of the Indigo Girls.
Respond II is dedicated to the memory of Timothy White, the late editor-in-chief Billboard Magazine and widely respected music critic. White, whose family resides in Boston, heralded the first CD as "one of the most important and courageous records of the decade" and named Respond his #1 favorite album for 1999. White recently was honored at the “Music to My Ears” concert at the Fleet Center and Madison Square Garden in New York. In 2000, RESPOND established the “Timothy White ‘Take A Stand’ Award” recognizing White’s extensive support of the project and commitment to ending domestic violence.

Respond II is released by Massachusetts-based, Signature Sounds Recordings (www.signaturesounds.com) is available nationwide at stores on a variety of Web sites including www.respondproject.org, www.amazon.com, www.borders.com and www.folkweb.com. 

“We will be forever grateful to the artists and organizers of Respond I & II, said Georgianna Meléndez, executive director at RESPOND, Inc.  “The CDs ensure we have funding to continue saving and rebuilding lives as well as keep the issue of domestic violence on the nation’s conscience.”

History of the Project

The Respond Project was started by women in the Boston music scene who wanted to collaborate artistically to fund domestic violence services.  Ultimately, the initial group of ten artists grew to include 27 female songwriters and dozens of professionals from the Boston music community including entertainment lawyers, photographers, graphic designers, recording engineers, producers, and publicists.  Everyone involved donated their services to the project and decided to give all proceeds to our organization.  In 1999, the group released a 2-CD set of 27 songs called Respond: A Compilation by Boston Women to Benefit RESPOND Inc. through the Massachusetts-based independent label Signature Sounds Recording Co. Critically-acclaimed artists Patty Larkin, Jennifer Kimball, Juliana Hatfield, Mary Lou Lord, and Melissa Ferrick were among the many musicians who participated.

Respond I was nominated for “Outstanding Acoustic Album” of the year at the 2000 Boston Music Awards. The CD was featured on MTV, VH-1, NPR, and CNN, and artists talked about the widespread problem of domestic violence on interviews and during their tours.  Artists also performed at dozens of Respond concerts including showcases at the Newport Folk Festival, First Night Boston 2000, and two major concerts at the Somerville Theater.  
The Team Behind the Music 

Many of the people responsible for the success of the original CD are once again volunteering their talents and expertise. Charan Devereux returns as executive producer and Jim Olsen, president of Signature Sounds Recordings joins the project for a second time. Co-producers include Linda Nawn, Matthew Smith, Jessica Smyser, Michelle Dietz, Sonya Tarnow Brown and Johanna Richwagen. Associate producers, many of whom served as associate producers and 
-more-
contributing artists for the first Respond CD, are advising on the artistic and music production issues related to Respond II.  They include Kris Delmhorst, Esther Friedman, Sandi Hammond, Jennifer Kimball, Pamela Means, Linda Nawn, Colleen Sexton and Linda Sharar. 
The CD’s artwork was designed by graphic designer Connie Sharar and graphic artist, Stephanie Garcia.  Rebecca Frydman designed the CD’s Web site (www.respondcdproject.org). 

Cyndi Harles returns to manage promotion of the CD to the music industry, and David Herlihy serves as the project’s legal counsel.  
An experienced Project Advisory Board lends its support to the success of the project  and to help train the media spotlight on the issue of domestic violence as well as the CD Project, allowing the staff and volunteers of RESPOND, Inc. to focus on its daily mission of serving and protecting women and children.  Members of the advisory board include:

· Janet Axelrod

· Max Bazerman, Professor, Harvard Business School

· Meryl Bralower, Co-Founder and Board Chair, Social Venture Partners Boston

· Kelly Campbell, Partner, The Bridgespan Group

· Michele Courton Brown, President, FleetBoston Financial Foundation

· Marla Felcher, Author and Adjunct Lecturer in Non-Profit Marketing, John F. Kennedy School of Government

· Dan Fireman, President, One Family Campaign and Senior Vice President, Willowbend Development Corporation

· Judy Garlan White, Editorial Art Director/Graphic Designer 

· Denise Gorayeb, Senior Manager, PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

· Judith L. Herman, M.D., Clinical Professor of Psychiatry, Harvard Medical School

· Deborah Hopkins, Senior Advisor, Marakon Associates 

· Ira Jackson, President, Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation
· Maria Kalligeros, President and Co-Founder, Patrice Tanaka & Company, Inc.
· Vivien Li, Executive Director, the Boston Harbor Association

· Georgianna Meléndez, Executive Director, RESPOND, Inc.

· Bill Nowlin, Owner, Rounder Records

· Patricia O’Brien, Dean, Simmons Graduate School of Management

· Eileen de los Reyes, Bilingual Program Specialist, Boston Public Schools and Co-Author, Pockets of Hope
· Ester Shapiro, Associate Professor of Psychology, University of Massachusetts Boston and Research Associate, Mauricio Gaston Institute for Latino Public Policy and Community Development

· Shawna Slack, Principal, YankeeTek Ventures

· Gerald Slavet, Chairman and Creator of “From the Top” and Senior Partner, MB Management Corporation 

· Esta Soler, President, Family Violence Prevention Fund

· Michael Watkins, Associate Professor, Harvard Business School

· Marti Wilson-Taylor, President and CEO, YWCA Boston

###

About RESPOND, Inc.

Since 1974, RESPOND, Inc., a domestic violence program based in Somerville, Massachusetts, has been working to end domestic violence by protecting the personal dignity and right to self-determination of all women. Domestic violence is a human rights issue and the agency originated as a grassroots movement by a group of community women in Somerville and was later incorporated in 1975. RESPOND (www.respondinc.org) helps women free themselves and their children from abusive situations and to engage in preventive activities that lessen the incidence of violence. Programs and services include an emergency shelter and safe home, 24-hour hotline and intake, comprehensive children’s services, support groups, individual counseling, legal advocacy, community outreach and educational programs. All services are provided in Spanish, English, French and Haitian Creole.  RESPOND serves Everett, Malden, Medford, Melrose, North Reading, Reading, Somerville, Stoneham, Wakefield, Winchester and Woburn, Massachusetts. To reach RESPOND’s 24-hour domestic violence hotline please call 617-623-5900 or 781-324-2221. For more information on volunteering or to make a donation please call 617-625-5996.  

About Family Violence Prevention Fund

The Family Violence Prevention Fund (FVPF) is a national non-profit organization working to end domestic violence and help children whose lives are devastated by abuse. FVPF organizes individuals, children’s groups and social justice organizations for internationally recognized public education/prevention campaigns, policy reform, and advocacy programs. Based in San Francisco, FVPF also has offices in Washington, D.C. and Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts.   
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