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HOLIDAY WISHES COME TRUE FOR MORE THAN 135 WOMEN AND CHILDREN 
Community Supports Survivors of Domestic Violence 
SOMERVILLE, Mass. (December 22, 2003)—RESPOND, Inc., one of the oldest domestic violence agencies in the nation, provided 50 families with gifts for the holidays through the generosity of organizations and individuals.
The holiday season is the time of year when the majority of in-kind gifts and financial contributions are made to charities and public benefit corporations.  RESPOND has received thousands of dollars worth of in-kind donations during the holiday season.

This year, BACA (Bikers Against Child Abuse) initiated its own drive on behalf of RESPOND, arranging drop-off boxes throughout Somerville for individuals to donate gift certificates for grocery and department stores as well as MBTA tokens for women to use for traveling to work, job interviews and counseling appointments.  Employees of the Internal Revenue Service in Lowell, Mass. held raffles and fund raisers throughout the year to guarantee they had enough money to sponsor multiple families. 

Some of the organizations who donated new toys, clothing and household items include Healthworks, Tufts University, and RE/MAX.  St. Catherine’s School and the Mystic Valley Learning Center participated, along with religious organizations such as the United Church of God, St. Clements, and First Baptist Church of Melrose.  

Several donors gave additional gifts to ensure that women staying in RESPOND’s shelter throughout the year have essential items to survive.  When fleeing violence in the home, women often leave with only the clothes on their backs. 

“Without the community getting involved, many families would go without during the holidays,” said Georgianna Meléndez.  “The community plays a significant role in helping families enjoy the holidays and begin to rebuild their lives.” 
Many participants in the holiday wish program are single mothers who cannot afford to buy toys for their children.  One woman, who is struggling to pay her bills, was so overwhelmed by the kindness of strangers that she broke down crying upon the receipt of her gifts.  

“During December and in early 2004, we anticipate many more individuals making financial contributions to RESPOND, helping underwrite programs and services such as individual counseling, safety planning and legal advocacy for women, “ said Catherine Clark, director of development of RESPOND.

RESPOND provides direct service to victims of domestic violence through counseling, a 24-hour hotline, shelter, advocacy, community outreach to 4,000 women and their children each year. All services are provided in Spanish, Haitian-Creole, French and English. If you or someone you know is living in an abusive relationship, please call 617-623-5900.  
###

About RESPOND, Inc.

Since 1974, RESPOND, Inc., a domestic violence program based in Somerville, Massachusetts, has been working to end domestic violence by protecting the personal dignity and right to self-determination of all women. Domestic violence is a human rights issue and the agency originated as a grassroots movement by a group of community women in Somerville and was later incorporated in 1975. RESPOND (www.respondinc.org) helps women free themselves and their children from abusive situations and to engage in preventive activities that lessen the incidence of violence. Programs and services include an emergency shelter and safe home, 24-hour hotline and intake, comprehensive children’s services, support groups, individual counseling, legal advocacy, community outreach and educational programs. All services are provided in Spanish, English, French and Haitian Creole.  RESPOND serves Everett, Malden, Medford, Melrose, North Reading, Reading, Somerville, Stoneham, Wakefield, Winchester and Woburn, Massachusetts. To reach RESPOND’s 24-hour domestic violence hotline please call 617-623-5900. For more information on volunteering or to make a financial contribution please call 617-625-5996.  


