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RESPOND CD PROJECT WINS NATIONAL CONTEST

Music Project Working to Prevent Domestic Violence Receives $50,000 

SOMERVILLE, Mass. (May 30, 2003)—RESPOND, Inc., one of the oldest domestic violence agencies in the nation, announced today that its benefit CD project won first prize in the national Nonprofit Funding Competition. Selected for its innovation and great social value, the Respond CD Project received $50,000 to underwrite the production and promotion of the music CD, Respond II. (Signature Sounds 2003)  Proceeds from the CD support services and advocacy for families impacted by domestic violence.

The first-time competition’s sponsors are Social Stimulus, a Boston-based nonprofit that supports social enterprises, and the Keiretsu Forum Charitable Foundation, based in Berkeley, Calif. Organizers of the contest are committed to supporting social entrepreneurs, helping them sustain initiatives that provide a positive impact on society.  The goal of the Respond Project is to use the music of high-profile artists to educate the public on how to support victims as well as prevent the spread of abuse.

Songs on the CD range from folk, country, and Latin pop, to bluegrass, R&B, and indie rock.  The double CD features 32 female artists, including 16 Grammy nominees. Artists who donated their songs include Dolly Parton, Joan Baez, world music’s Bebel Gilberto and Angelique Kidjo, blues artists Susan Tedeschi and Odetta and rockers Sleater-Kinney and Tanya Donelly.  Sarah McLachlan, Aimee Mann, Ani DiFranco, and a variety of other talented artists also participate.

The RESPOND CD Project is a volunteer-driven effort which has its roots in the Boston music scene.  The Project’s leaders secured support from individuals, corporations and foundations and enlisted scores of volunteers.  The Respond CD effort recently received a Points of Light public service award sponsored by the Points of Light Foundation and the Corporation for National Service.  The Project also was granted an award of financial support and in-kind services from the Harvard Business School Business Plan Competition.  

-more-

“It is through the coordinated community response of corporations, foundations and volunteers

that we are able to help even more families rebuild their lives,” said Georgianna Meléndez, the executive director of RESPOND, Inc.  “This award ensures the viability of the Project and that the message behind the music is heard.”
 
Members of the Project continue to work closely with Respond II artists.  The Project partners with artists during concert promotion, and volunteers attend concerts to provide outreach to survivors of domestic violence.  On May 30, Suzanne Vega and Kay Hanley play at the Paradise Rock Club in Boston, Mass. where they will accept the award on behalf of the Project.
Proceeds from the CD go to both RESPOND and the Family Violence Prevention Fund, the nation's premier organization working to end abuse based in San Francisco, Calif.   The Project has its own Web site at www.respondproject.org. 

RESPOND provides direct service to victims of domestic violence through counseling, a 24- hour hotline, shelter, advocacy, community outreach and educational programs. All services are provided in Spanish, Haitian-Creole, French and English. In the past eleven years alone, counselors and volunteers at RESPOND have helped 29,000 women and children create options for a safer life. The 24-hour hotline for survivors of abuse is 617-623-5900 or 781-324-2221 and the Web site is www.respondinc.org.

###

About RESPOND, Inc.

Since 1974, RESPOND, Inc., a domestic violence program based in Somerville, Massachusetts, has been working to end domestic violence by protecting the personal dignity and right to self-determination of all women. Domestic violence is a human rights issue and the agency originated as a grassroots movement by a group of community women in Somerville and was later incorporated in 1975. RESPOND (www.respondinc.org) helps women free themselves and their children from abusive situations and to engage in preventive activities that lessen the incidence of violence. Programs and services include an emergency shelter and safe home, 24-hour hotline and intake, comprehensive children’s services, support groups, individual counseling, legal advocacy, community outreach and educational programs. All services are provided in Spanish, English, French and Haitian Creole.  RESPOND serves Everett, Malden, Medford, Melrose, North Reading, Reading, Somerville, Stoneham, Wakefield, Winchester and Woburn, Massachusetts. To reach RESPOND’s 24-hour domestic violence hotline please call 617-623-5900 or 781-324-2221. For more information on volunteering or to make a donation please call 617-625-5996.  

