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RESPOND HONORS THREE WOMEN FOR THEIR WORK IN DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
Somerville Agency Celebrates 28th Year
SOMERVILLE, Mass. (October 29, 2002)—RESPOND, Inc., one of the oldest domestic violence agencies in the nation, recognized Dr. Judith Herman, Rita Bourgeois and Denise Gorayeb for their commitment to ending domestic violence at the agency’s 28th Annual Meeting. 
Dr. Judith L. Herman received the Marie Siraco Community Service Award, named for one of the founding mothers of RESPOND. Herman was chosen as this year’s recipient because she has devoted her career to helping survivors of abuse and has set the standard on how to help women and children impacted by abuse. A clinical professor of psychiatry at Harvard Medical School, she is a leader in researching the psychological impact of domestic violence, child abuse and post-traumatic disorders on women and children. Herman is the author of two award-winning books, Father-Daughter Incest and Trauma and Recovery, which the latter has been translated in ten languages. In addition, she directly helps survivors of abuse and violence through her role as the director of training at the Victims of Violence Program at Cambridge Hospital. 
Herman is a graduate of Radcliffe College and earned her M.D. from Harvard Medical School. Among her honors and distinctions are a Guggenheim Foundation fellowship, a Bunting Institute fellowship at Radcliffe, a Manfred S. Guttmacher Award from the American Psychiatric Association and American Academy of Psychiatry and Law, and a Women in Science Award from the American Medical Women's Association.

Rita Bourgeois is the first recipient of the Rita Bourgeois Leadership Award, which was created to honor her work towards educating health care providers on recognizing the signs of domestic violence and supporting victims and survivors. Bourgeois has been a pioneer in evangelizing the role of the employer in protecting victims of domestic violence to Fortune 500 companies. As an advocate and regarded trainer on the issue of domestic violence in the workplace, Bourgeois has educated human resource professionals and executives on how to incorporate policy and procedures surrounding domestic violence. After her tenure as the president of the RESPOND’s board of directors, Bourgeois has been an avid ambassador of the agency and its work. Her leadership and generosity have played a key role in RESPOND’s organizational growth. Bourgeois is the senior executive vice president of Oxford Health Plan.
-more-
Denise Gorayeb was recognized as Woman of the Year for her more than six years of service as an active volunteer and member of RESPOND’s finance committee. Gorayeb played a significant role in ensuring fiscal stability for the agency and helping to lay a solid foundation for future campaigns. Her work also was honored by State Senator Charles E. Shannon who presented a special citation recognizing Gorayeb’s longstanding achievement.
A successful CPA and senior manager at PricewaterhouseCoopers, Gorayeb brings her financial expertise in working with non-profits as well as private companies, research universities and hospitals to RESPOND as it faces significant state budget cuts. Gorayeb has been an advocate for staff and is a generous supporter of program participants, the agency and volunteers. She is widely praised for her outstanding devotion to the organization and the women and children RESPOND serves.
“We are fortunate to have these women dedicate their time and energy towards the struggle to end domestic violence,” said Georgianna Meléndez, executive director of RESPOND, Inc. “Their impact on RESPOND and the movement is extraordinary.”
Last week, RESPOND celebrated its 28th Annual Meeting at Anthony’s in Malden. Wendy J. Murphy, Esq., an attorney who defends victims of violence, was the keynote speaker.  She urged the 100+ attendees to hold elected officials accountable to their promises in protecting the rights of women in the courts and throughout the legal system.  Dorothy A. Kelly Gay, mayor of Somerville, Georgianna Meléndez and a survivor of domestic violence also spoke at the event.

RESPOND provides direct service to victims of domestic violence through counseling, a 24-hour hotline, shelter, advocacy, community outreach and educational programs to 3000 women and their children each year. All services are provided in Spanish, Haitian-Creole, French and English. In the past eleven years alone, counselors and volunteers at RESPOND have helped 29,000 women and children create options for a safer life.  
###

About RESPOND, Inc.

Since 1974, RESPOND, Inc., a domestic violence program based in Somerville, Massachusetts, has been working to end domestic violence by protecting the personal dignity and right to self-determination of all women. Domestic violence is a human rights issue and the agency originated as a grassroots movement by a group of community women in Somerville and was later incorporated in 1975. RESPOND (www.respondinc.org) helps women free themselves and their children from abusive situations and to engage in preventive activities that lessen the incidence of violence. Programs and services include an emergency shelter and safe home, 24-hour hotline and intake, comprehensive children’s services, support groups, individual counseling, legal advocacy, community outreach and educational programs. All services are provided in Spanish, English, French and Haitian Creole.  RESPOND serves Everett, Malden, Medford, Melrose, North Reading, Reading, Somerville, Stoneham, Wakefield, Winchester and Woburn, Massachusetts. To reach RESPOND’s 24-hour domestic violence hotline please call 617-623-5900 or 781-324-2221. For more information on volunteering or to make a donation please call 617-625-5996.  


