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RESPOND, INC. RECEIVES ART DONATION

Domestic Violence Agency Receives 21 Works of Art 
from The Art Connection

SOMERVILLE, Mass. (November 8, 2002) RESPOND, Inc., one of the oldest domestic violence agencies in the nation, announced today the completion of renovations at its Somerville and Malden offices. Both locations, where both direct service and administrative staff work and program participants come for counseling, received a fresh coat of paint and furniture donations, and new carpeting was installed at the main office in Somerville. However, the most significant change has been the donation of 21 pieces of art provided by The Art Connection, a non-profit organization that places art in organizations that serve the public and cannot afford to buy art.

RESPOND applied to The Art Connection for a donation, and once selected, the Art Connection acted as an art clearinghouse, offering RESPOND a wide range of original artwork from 60 artists working in Greater Boston, as well as artists are far as New York and London. Program participants, volunteers and staff from RESPOND selected artwork that best suits the agency and the community it serves. RESPOND selected works from the eight artists including the founder of The Art Connection, Fay Chandler as well as Martha Jane Bradford, Prilla Smith Brackett, Ruth Ginsberg-Place, Cora Roth, Shlomith Haber-Schaim, Anne Silber, Carolyn Muskat and Maria Termini. Following the approval of the selections by the artists, representatives from RESPOND had the opportunity to meet with them in their studios, where in-depth conversations took place about each selection and the scope of RESPOND’s services, which help 3000 women and children each year.

“It was an honor to participate in this incredible project. The artists’ kindness was an inspiration to us all,” said Elizabeth Costa, administrative manager of RESPOND, Inc. “The artwork lifts our spirits and those of the women we serve. It will continue to touch others for many years to come.”

Founded in 1995, The Art Connection’s mission is to make paintings, sculptures and photographs accessible to organizations that serve communities who otherwise would not have exposure to original art in their daily lives. The Art Connection has placed 1100 original works of art at more than 1000 non-profit organizations and public agencies in Greater Boston including community centers, children’s programs, YMCAs, YWCAs, schools, public housing, homeless shelters and rape crisis centers. Agencies that have received services include American Red Cross of Massachusetts Bay, Boston Area Rape Crisis Center, Boston Women’s Fund, 
-more-
Cambridge Community Services. Inc., Cambridge Family YMCA, CASPAR, Communities for People, Rosie’s Place, Somerville Community Access Television and Tri-City Housing Task Force.

“All of our contributing artists are committed to giving back to the community,” said Jim McDonald, executive director of Art Connection. “Some are widely known; most are academically trained and gallery-qualified, and a few are self-taught, but all share in the belief that art can make a huge difference in people’s lives. Each work has the capacity to communicate, to connect, on a very personal level with both clients and staff at our recipient agencies. It’s especially rewarding to collaborate with an organization like RESPOND, where everyone was so involved in the art placement.”
Founded in1974, RESPOND serves women and children affected by abuse throughout 11 communities north of Boston. The agency provides direct service to victims of domestic violence through counseling, a 24-hour hotline, shelter, advocacy, community outreach and educational programs. All services are provided In Spanish, Haitian-Creole, French and English. In the past eleven years alone, counselors and volunteers at RESPOND have helped 29,000 women and children create options for a safer life.

About RESPOND, Inc.

Since 1974, RESPOND, Inc., a domestic violence program, has been working to end domestic violence by protecting the personal dignity and right to self-determination of all women. Domestic violence is a human rights issue and the agency originated as a grassroots movement by a group of community women in Somerville, Massachusetts and was later incorporated in 1975. RESPOND (www.respondinc.org) helps women free themselves and their children from abusive situations, and to engage in preventive activities that lessen the incidence of violence. Programs and services include an emergency shelter and safe home, 24-hour hotline and intake, comprehensive children’s services, support groups, individual counseling, legal advocacy, community outreach and educational programs. All services are provided in Spanish, English, French and Haitian Creole. RESPOND has offices in Somerville and Malden and serves these areas as well as Everett, Medford, Melrose, North Reading, Reading, Stoneham, Wakefield, Winchester and Woburn, Massachusetts. To reach RESPOND’s 24-hour domestic violence hotline please call 617-623-5900 or 781- 324-2221. For more information on volunteering or to make a donation please call 617-625-5996.

About The Art Connection, Inc.

The Art Connection( www.art2life.org) was founded in 1995 by Fay Chandler, a local artist, with the vision of bringing art to people who rarely see original artwork. Working with a group of artists, lawyers and community people, she formed The Art Connection to put original works of art in nonprofit and public agencies. Since then, the organization has placed more than 1100 original works of art in 100 nonprofit and public agencies throughout the Greater Boston area. These agencies include community centers, children’s programs, YMCA and YWCAs, schools, shelters for the homeless or battered women, rape crisis centers and housing services. Call (617) 338-7668 or email us at artinfo@art2life.org with additional questions.


