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RESPOND, INC. NAMES EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Selected for Outstanding Leadership, Commitment Domestic Violence Issues
The Board of Directors of RESPOND, Inc., a domestic violence program based in Somerville, Massachusetts and serving metropolitan Boston, is pleased to announce the appointment of Michelle Kweder as the agency’s next Executive Director.  Kweder was selected from a pool of highly qualified candidates and brings to RESPOND extensive experience in the nonprofit and government sectors, as well as experience with public health and domestic violence programs.  
Kweder’s previous work includes senior management positions at DotWell, a community-based nonprofit organization in Dorchester, and key staff positions at the Center for Women in Enterprise and Cooperative Economics for Women.  Kweder also served in the City of Boston’s Mayor’s Office of Intergovernmental Relations, where she was responsible for leveraging over $4 million in new money for city programs and services.  Her extensive volunteer work includes a long-standing commitment to the Elizabeth Stone House in Jamaica Plain, MA and service on two volunteer Boards of Directors.
“We are delighted to have Michelle Kweder join our team at RESPOND as Executive Director,” said Io Cyrus, RESPOND Board President.  Cyrus added, “Michelle is the kind of leader who can build bridges among our volunteers, supporters, donors, staff and other community-based organizations.  She will challenge us and will work very hard to strengthen and grow our programs.”  

Vice President Kris Fikkan stated, “Most importantly, we’ve found an Executive Director with the depth of experience and the passion to ensure that RESPOND’s services remain of the highest quality.”
Says Kweder of her new role: “I am excited to take on the challenge of leading RESPOND.  I'm looking forward to working with and bringing together a community that believes that all women and children have the right to live free from violence.  There is no better use of our time, resources, and passion than to support efforts to provide education in our schools, outreach in our communities, and safe housing for survivors in our efforts to end domestic violence.  I look forward to continuing the work that the founding mothers of RESPOND began in 1974.”
RESPOND provides direct service to victims of domestic violence through counseling, a 24-hour hotline, shelter, advocacy, community outreach and educational programs. All services are provided in Spanish, Haitian-Creole, French and English. 

###

About RESPOND, Inc.

Since 1974, RESPOND, Inc., a domestic violence program based in Somerville, Massachusetts, has been working to end domestic violence by protecting the personal dignity and right to self-determination of all women. Domestic violence is a human rights issue and RESPOND (www.respondinc.org) helps women to free themselves and their children from abusive situations and to engage in preventive activities that lessen the incidence of violence. Programs and services include emergency shelter, a 24-hour crisis hotline, comprehensive children’s services, support groups, individual counseling, legal advocacy, and community outreach and educational programs. All services are provided in Spanish, English, French and Haitian Creole.  RESPOND serves metropolitan Boston and beyond, including the communities of Everett, Malden, Medford, Melrose, North Reading, Reading, Somerville, Stoneham, Wakefield, Winchester and Woburn. To reach RESPOND’s 24-hour domestic violence hotline please call 617-623-5900 or 781-324-2221. For more information on volunteering or to make a donation please call 617-625-5996.  

